This worksheet is for private or classroom use only and may not be used in any publication or for-profit purpose.

Present Perfect Tense
I. Use: The present perfect tense describes events that happened in the PAST. English makes a distinction in MEANING between the present perfect tense and the simple past tense:

         Present perfect:    I have seen the movie (at some point in the past)

         Simple past:         I saw the movie (last night, two days ago etc. a specific time in the past)

This distinction does NOT exist in German. There is no difference in MEANING between the German present perfect tense and the simple past. In German,

         Present Perfect Tense is used in SPEAKING
         Simple Past Tense is used in WRITING
As a result, a German present perfect sentence may require the use of the simple past in English: 
Wir haben gestern Tennis gespielt. = We played tennis yesterday. NOT: We have played tennis yesterday. 
II. Formation: The German present perfect tense is formed similarly as in English. 

         English:              I have seen the movie.

         German:             Ich habe den Film gesehen. 
In both languages, the present perfect is a two-part tense: it requires a conjugated auxiliary („have“ in English; „haben“ or „sein“ in German) and a past participle, which may be regular or irregular. In German, the conjugated verb is generally in second position, whereas the past participle, as the second verb form, is at the end of the clause. This is a pattern you are also familiar with from the use of modal verbs + infinitives. 

         a. Auxiliary: most German verbs come with “haben” as their auxiliary, but some of the most common German verbs use “sein” instead. There is no specific rule for this, but many of the verbs that use “sein” are verbs of motion such as “gehen”, “fahren” “laufen” etc. In a list of German participles, these verbs are highlighted by using “ist” with the participle, while no auxiliary is indicated for the verbs that use “haben”.
        Beispiel:      sehen                                   gesehen

                            gehen                            ist   gegangen
Consequently, it is imperative that you memorize the past participles of verbs that use „sein“ in conjunction with the “ist” (e.g., ist gegangen, ist gefahren etc., not: gegangen, gefahren). 

        b. Past Participle: past participles are formed in several different ways, but there are three general groups: regular, irregular, and semi-irregular participles.

1. regular: for a regular past participle, you will need the stem of the verb (e.g.,

“mach” for “machen”). You add “ge” in the front and “t” at the end.

Verb                               Stem                          Past Participle

machen                           mach                          gemacht 
lieben                              lieb                             geliebt
2. irregular: irregular past participles, just like in English (e.g., gone, been, seen 

      etc.), need to be memorized. They generally still have “ge” in front, but end 

      in “en” rather than “t” and many change their stem in some way.
      Verb                                                                 Past Participle

     sehen                                                                 gesehen

     finden                                                               gefunden

     werden                                                       ist   geworden
     Almost every German textbook will have a list of the most common irregular
     verbs in its appendix section. For a more complete list, you can consult

     http://www.vistawide.com/german/grammar/strong_and_irregular_german_verbs.htm
3. semi-irregular: these are verbs whose participles start with “ge” and end in “t”, but 

    they also change their stem. This is a very small group: 

     Verb                                                                 Past Participle

    brennen                                                             gebrannt

    bringen                                                              gebracht

    denken                                                              gedacht

    kennen                                                              gekannt

    mögen                                                               gemocht

    nennen                                                              genannt

    rennen                                                         ist  gerannt

    senden                                                               gesandt (or: gesendet)
    wenden                                                             gewandt (or: gewendet)

    wissen                                                               gewusst

   Also, all modals fall into this category in so far as they drop the Umlaut if they have
   one in the infinitive (e.g., können—gekonnt; müssen—gemusst; dürfen—gedurft).

There are additional patterns worth remembering:
                     1. verbs ending in “ieren” never take “ge” and always end in “t” (e.g., studieren—
                         studiert; reparieren—repariert; fotografieren—fotografiert etc.)
                     2. verbs with separable prefixes will take whatever the participle of the verb part is

                         and keep the prefix in front of it (e.g., aufessen—aufgegessen; mitspielen—

                         mitgespielt; mitbringen—mitgebracht; abfahren—ist abgefahren etc.)

                     3. verbs with inseparable prefixes will not take „ge“, but may be regular or irregular 
                         (e.g., erklären—erklärt; verlieren—verloren; empfehlen—empfohlen etc.).
Zum Üben
I. Regular verbs. 
1. hören                                                                         2. lernen

3. wohnen                                                                     4. kochen

5. sagen                                                                         6. tanzen
7. fragen                                                                       8. leben

II. Irregular verbs.

1. sein                                                                           2. gehen

3. finden                                                                       4. lesen

5. schreiben                                                                  6. bleiben

7. kommen                                                                   8. sprechen

9. trinken                                                                     10. essen

11. nehmen                                                                  12. helfen

13. fahren                                                                    14. fliegen

III. Semi-irregular verbs.

1. kennen                                                                     2. wissen

3. mögen                                                                      4. bringen

4. denken                                                                     5. nennen

IV. „ieren“ verbs.

1. diskutieren                                                              2. telefonieren

3. produzieren                                                             4. exportieren

V. separable prefix verbs.

1. abholen                                                                   2. ausgehen

3. mitkommen                                                            4. zurückbringen

5. anhören                                                                  6. zunehmen

VI. inseparable prefix verbs.

1. erzählen                                                                  2. verdienen

3. zerstören                                                                 4. vergessen

5. beginnen                                                                 6. entkommen

Richtige Antworten:
I. 1. gehört; 2. gelernt; 3. gewohnt; 4. gekocht; 5. gesagt; 6. getanzt; 7. gefragt; 8. gelebt.

II. 1. ist gewesen; 2. ist gegangen; 3. gefunden; 4. gelesen; 5. geschrieben; 6. ist geblieben; 7. ist gekommen; 8. gesprochen; 9. getrunken; 10. gegessen; 11. genommen; 12. geholfen; 13. ist gefahren; 14. ist geflogen.

III. 1. gekannt; 2. gewusst; 3. gemocht; 4. gebracht; 5. gedacht; 6. genannt.

IV. 1. diskutiert; 2. telefoniert; 3. produziert; 4. exportiert.

V. 1. abgeholt; 2. ist ausgegangen; 3. ist mitgekommen; 4. zurückgebracht; 5. angehört; 6. zugenommen.

VI. 1. erzählt; 2. verdient; 3. zerstört; 4. vergessen; 5. begonnen; 6. ist entkommen. 

