This worksheet is for private or classroom use only and may not be used in any publication or for-profit purpose.

Genitive

The genitive case in a nutshell 

1.  There are only two possible article endings in the genitive: -es and –er 
2.  “des’s” come with “s’s”: If the article ends in –es, the noun ends in –s/-es  as well.

The genitive case is used to express the English possession form “of”:

    The wheels of the car are round.                          Die Räder des Wagens sind rund.
    I don’t understand the moral of this story.            Ich verstehe die Moral dieser Geschichte  nicht.  

Please note: If a person owns something, you have the option to use an apostrophe possessive in English. This is not possible in German, unless the person’s name is given. In that case, no apostrophe is used in German. 

     That is my uncle’s house.                                    Das ist das Haus meines Onkels (=of my uncle) 
     That is Gretel’s house.                                         Das ist Gretels Haus. 

The form of the genitive article depends on the gender of the noun in the genitive case.

       Masculine and neuter nouns use –es:                  des/eines/meines/keines etc.

       Feminine and plural nouns use –er:                    der/einer/meiner/keiner  etc. 

If the noun is masculine or neuter (singular) and therefore comes with the article ending -es, you also must add an –s (2+ syllable words) or –es (1 syllable words) to the noun itself. Hence the phrase:  “des’s” come with “s’s”. The only exceptions to this rule are masculine n-nouns (e.g. des Jungen, des Nachbarn etc.). 
Please note: The genitive is sometimes replaced by “von” + dative in spoken German. 

       Ich habe die Telefonnummer von Lisa nicht. 
       Der Mann von meiner Mutter ist mein Vater. 

The following prepositions require the genitive case: (an)statt, trotz, während, wegen
        Wegen seiner Krankheit konnte er nicht kommen. 
        Ich will während des Urlaubs nicht arbeiten. 

