Plurals of German Nouns

Unlike English, where plurals of nouns are formed by adding –s to the majority of nouns, with a small group of irregular plurals (i.e. foot—feet), German has many different ways to form the plurals of nouns. Therefore, it is usually recommended that the plural be memorized at the same time the noun and its article are memorized. In textbooks, the plurals of nouns are generally indicated behind the noun:

der Bleistift, - e                    indicates that the plural is                    die Bleistifte
das Kino, - s                         indicates that the plural is                    die Kinos

Remember: The Nominative definite article for plurals is ALWAYS “die”, regardless of the gender of the noun. 
Possible plural patterns:

	     Plural change
	       Singular
	        Plural

	    -                                                  
	    der Computer
	    die Computer

	    -  e
	    der Tisch
	    die Tische

	    -  en                                            
	    das Bett
	    die Betten

	    -  n                   
	    die Lampe
	    die Lampen

	    -  nen
	    die Freundin
	    die Freundinnen

	    -  er
	    das Bild
	    die Bilder

	    -  s                                           
	    der Kuli
	    die Kulis

	    -  se                                         
	    das Ergebnis
	    die Ergebnisse

	    “                                                  
	    die Mutter
	    die Mütter

	    “  e
	    der Korb
	    die Körbe

	    “  er
	    das Buch
	    die Bücher


Consistent patterns:
1. Nouns ending in  -heit/keit/ung/tion/schaft (all fem.)   >   -  en    die Neuigkeit/die Neuigkeiten

2. Nouns ending in  -smus/eum/ium     >  - en   das Museum/die Museen, das Studium/die Studien

3. Most nouns ending in –er   stay     –er                 der Lehrer/die Lehrer
4. Feminine forms ending in  -in  always add  -nen         die Lehrerin/die Lehrerinnen

5. Most nouns ending in  – e        add     - n          die Kassette/die Kassetten

6. Most nouns ending in  – i or – o      add   - s        das Foto/die Fotos 
7. Diminutive forms ending in –chen/-lein stay the same.    das Mädchen/die Mädchen
